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Abstract 

Tourism and travel are one of the most essential sectors of the 
world economy. Saudi Arabian vision 2030 is to increase its 
contribution to become the next tourism leader in the Middle East. 
This paper focuses on the impact assessment of Covid-19 on the 
tourism and travel sector in Saudi Arabian. An analysis of the 
statistical information is studied to see the changes that occur over 
2020 since the outbreak has begun. This paper provides insights 
into the decline in tourism and travel sectors.Domestic pilgrim’s 
number fell by around 98% between 2019 and 2020. This decrease 
is caused by precautionary measures taken by Saudi authorities 
especially physical distancing to minimize contamination by 
COVID-19. According to the statistics on expenditure on domestic 
tourist trips for religious purposes, a clear drop in this revenue 
between 2019 and 2020 can be estimated at around 44% which is 
equivalent to about 6,898 million Riyals.The policy and strategies 
implemented in Saudi Arabia led to better control of Covid-19 in 
Saudi Arabia and reflect the different situations in Domestic 
tourism. According to the statistic of domestic tourism, domestic 
tourism demand declined by 12% in 2020 registering a total of 42 
million trips VS 47.8 million trips in 2019. Tourism revenue 
decreased by about 30% (43 billion Riyal in 2020 VS 61 billion 
Riyal in 2019). The evolution of foreign pilgrims’ numbers from 
2014 up to 2020 where we can notice a significant drop (zero 
foreign pilgrims in 2020) which decreased by 100% in 2020 
compared with last year (about 1,9 million foreign pilgrims). The 
COVID-19 Pandemic hurts the international tourism demand, 
according to the statistic, the inbound arrivals to KSA (the most 
important direction for Muslims) in 2020 decreased by 94% 
compared with 2019 (17.5 million Trips in 2019 VS 4.1 million 
Trips in 2020). International tourism revenue decreased by 81% in 
2020 (20.1 billion Riyal in 2020 VS 103.4 billion Riyal in 2019). 
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1.  Introduction 
 

The pandemic of the COVID19 is an emerging 
infectious disease caused by the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. 
It appears on November 17, 2019, in the province of Hubei 
and more precisely in the city of Wuhan in China and it 
continues, today, to spread all over the world. 

[1] officially declares a public health emergency on 
January 30, 2020  and classifies the COVID19 as a global 
pandemic on March 11, 2020. In total, this is about 200 
countries that are affected by this health crisis, with fifteen 
more households per 100,000 patients.  On June 08, 2020, 

more than 7 million people have been infected and nearly 
403,000 died.   

As of the time of writing this manuscript (01/6/2022), 
over 535,863,950 COVID-19 cases have been recorded, 
death reported is more than 6,314,972, and recovered is 
over 518,938,854 across the world. 

Similarly, in Saudi Arabia, more than 783,076 COVID-
19 cases have been recorded, and death reported is about 
9,183 and recovered is reached 764,094. 

Around the world, measures of physical distancing and 
travel restrictions were introduced to slow the spread of the 
pandemic. These response measures, combined with the 
loss of life and other impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
have generated significant economic and social shocks.  

The COVID-19 pandemic puts the world under 
considerable pressure, affecting everyone’s lives. Many 
measures taken to flatten the infection curve include 
quarantine, curfew, containment, travel restrictions, and 
economic and social activities restrictions. The impact of 
the COVID-19 is devastating for the global economy and 
jobs.  

[3] affirmed that all sectors (agriculture, petroleum and 
associated products, manufacturing firms, hospitality, the 
housing sector, education, aviation and tourism, sports 
industry, food sector, information technology, etc.) were all 
affected. According to [4], [5], and [6], Nigeria, concluded 
that the construction sector was the most affected sector by 
the pandemic.  

Other authors such as [7] and [8] studied the 
environmental, health, and economic impact of COVID-19.  

The COVID-19 pandemic affects all sectors of the 
world, and the negative effect on the international economy 
is growing. There may be a dip in the world increase rate 
below 2% in 2020 if this pandemic is not limited as a 
warning [9].  

The fear of economic shares going down is escalating, 
which might result in a calamity of companies shutting 
down [10]. Covid-19 flawed many economies, including 
Saudi Arabia. 

In his research, [11] affirmed that the present pandemic 
causes a wider menace to the international economy after 
the great crisis of 2008–2009. They envisage a reduction in 
the international economy under 2% for this year, and that 
will maybe cost in the order of USD 1 trillion, compared 
with what people were excepted back in September 2019”. 
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They also announced that the international economic 
supply-chain cessation started in China.  

 The general equilibrium model was used to find that the 
Chinese economy was severely disrupted and put forward 
seven possible scenarios of the pandemic [12].  

Based on many studies like [13], [14], [15], in the Indian 
economy, COVID-19 in-duces serious damage and can 
cause a loss of 4% to real Indian gross domestic product.  

[16] discovered a disconnection–anxiety link to be 
stronger in nations with more COVID-19 cases. The authors 
studied 62 nations across the world, including KSA. The 
authors show that psychological anxiety is positively 
connected with social isolation but varies from region to 
region.  

few recent studies identified the impacts of the 
pandemic on the various sections of the Saudi Arabian 
economy and categorized its causes into three levels, the 
very severely affected sector, the severely affected sector, 
and the moderately affected sector. For example, tourism 
and air transport sectors the health and social work sector is 
considered as the severely affected, whilst recreation, 
cultural and sporting activities, are considered the very 
severely affected. The latter is negatively affected by given 
national and international restrictions of movement within 
and outside KSA [17, 18, 19]. 

Tourism was severely affected by the restriction 
measures adopted to stem the epidemic, and the return to 
the normal sector seems unlikely in the short term. Even 
after the gradual lifting of containment measures, 
companies will continue to face the challenges posed by a 
probably slow recovery.  

According to American Hotel and Lodging Association 
estimations, the pandemic could cause the equivalent of 305 
million job losses [20], many of them in the tourism sector 
[20]. 

All over the world, airlines and tourism companies 
adapt their staff, and many companies have frozen all 
recruitment, risking compromising their ability to fill key 
positions once the crisis was overcome. Other companies 
have their part-time employees or collaborate with trade 
unions to develop strategies to avoid layoffs, which are 
often based on a reduction of working time [21].  

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the global 
economy with severe consequences affecting all societies 
and individuals [22]. 

 
1.1 Problem Statement 

In recent decades, tourism has become one of the most 
vital and dynamic sectors in the world  and the wheel of 
tourism is going forward towards progress and 
development.  Its importance as an engine of promotion of 
local economic development and job creation. Tourism is 
the main driver of jobs and growth, but COVID-19 has 
radically changed the situation. The pandemic, which now 
affects all continents at different stages, is strongly 

impacting the global economy. Of all the sectors in crisis, 
tourism is one of the most affected.  

Today, we have a clear picture of the Heavy COVID-19 
loss balance on international tourism according to statistics 
provided by the World Tourism Organization (WTO) 28 Jul 
20, which show, for the period up to May, a loss three times 
greater than that of the global economic crisis of 2009. As 
the situation continues to evolve, the United Nations 
Specialized Agency for Tourism provides the first analysis 
of the impact of the pandemic, both in terms of the number 
of tourists and in terms of revenue result of the travel 
restrictions around the world. 

According to the latest edition of the Global Tourism 
Barometer, the total confinement imposed in response to the 
pandemic resulted in a 98% decline in the number of 
international tourists in May compared to 2019. In addition, 
the Barometer indicates a 56% year-over-year decrease in 
tourist arrivals over the January to May period. This causes 
a fall of 300 million tourists and a loss of USD 320 billion 
in international tourism revenue, more than triple the losses 
in international tourism revenue during the global economic 
crisis of 2009. The World Tourism Organization forecasts a 
20-30% drop in international arrivals in 2020. 

   The KSA economy was severely affected by COVID- 
19, at the end of April 2020, revenue generated from airlines 
was expected to decline by US$7.2bn, which was about 35% 
below their 2019 rates [18]. 

 
 
2.  Material and Methods 

In this study, we have combined both the literature 
search and the statistics relating to the impact of covid 19 
on tourism. The literature review allowed us to review the 
main sources of knowledge on the topic. To do this, we 
reviewed articles and followed interviews and televised 
debates on the main issue of the pandemic at the national 
and international levels. Regarding statistic data, it should 
be noted that the available documentation is well supplied 
in terms of statistical data, especially at the national level. 
These are numerous and continuous, which allowed us to 
estimate the magnitude of the consequences on tourism 
activity. they have made it possible to grasp the extent of 
the adverse effects on domestic and international tourism 
and accommodation.   

Analyses have been carried out on statistical data 
through a methodological approach combining a qualitative 
and quantitative approach, this allowed us to understand the 
magnitude of the economic effects on the tourism and travel 
sectors. While the first approach provided information on 
national and international tourism, the second approach 
provided statistical information on the economic impacts of 
tourism. 
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The analysis and interpretation of collected data enabled a 
diagnosis of the current state of the tourism sector following 
the COVID-19 epidemic and to identify its main impact on 
tourism in KSA. In addition, the results of the study 
provided information on the concerns mentioned above and 
also provided a better and fundamental understanding of 
how the pandemic impacted tourism in KSA. 

3. Results and Discussion  

Despite the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic, 
Saudi Arabia is the second biggest tourist destination with 
over 16 million visiting in 2017 in the Middle East [23]. 
There is growth in the leisure tourism sector, although most 
tourism in Saudi Arabia still largely includes religious 
pilgrimages.  The tourism sector is expected to be the white 
oil for Saudi Arabia by generating $25 billion in 2019. [24] 
Potential tourist areas include Red Sea diving the Hijaz, 
Sarawat Mountains and several ancient ruins. Travel and 
tourism in Saudi Arabia added 9% to the Kingdom’s total 
economy, which is worth $65.2 billion, according to the 
World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC), 2018 [25].  

In Saudi Arabia, there are 15 domestic airports connecting 
the country regions and cities and 13 international airports 
served by various global. 

 

3.1. Impact of Covid-19 on domestic tourism 

3.1.1 Domestic pilgrims 

Through two channels, the tourism demand is affected 
by Covid-19. First, visitors voluntarily refrain from 
traveling the reason include fear of catching the virus during 
their trips. The other is the travel government’s restrictions 
to reduce community transmission of the virus.  

Religious pilgrimages play a large role in Saudi 
Arabia’s tourism [26]. Mecca receives over 500000 
domestic pilgrims (coming from all regions of the kingdom) 
a year during the month of Dhu al-Hijjah in Hajj “Table 1” 
and “Figure 1” except for 2020 Mecca receives only 10000 
domestic pilgrims “Table 1” and “Fig.  1”. Domestic 
pilgrims number decreased by around 98% between 2019 
and 2020. 

This decrease in domestic pilgrims is caused by 
precautionary measures taken by the Saudi authorities 
especially physical distancing to minimize contamination 
by COVID-19. Mecca receives also around two million 
during the month of Ramadan to perform Umrah (Ministry 
of Hajj and Umrah). Mecca receives around four million for 
Umrah during the rest of the year [27].   

Table 1. Domestic Pilgrims at 2014-2020. Source: [27]. 

 

         Fig. 1. Domestic Pilgrims at 2014-2020.  Source: By researcher 
based on Table 1 

According to the statistics of expenditure on domestic 
tourist trips by religious purposes “Table 2” and “Fig.  2”, 
there is an increase in tourism revenue from one year to the 
next during the period 2014 to 2019 but we see a clear drop 
in this revenue between 2019 and 2020 that can be 
estimated around 44% which is equivalent to about 6,898 
million Riyals. 
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Table 2. Expenditure on domestic tourist trips for religious 
purposes (Million Riyals). 

 

Fig.  2. Expenditure on domestic tourist trips for religious purposes 
(Million Riyals). Source: By researcher based on Table 2. 

3.1.2 Domestic tourism 

Domestic tourism expenditure in the Kingdom is not 
limited to Pilgrimage and Umrah but is intended for many 
purposes, “Table 3” and “Fig. 3” summarizes the 
expenditure on domestic tourism by purpose. 

 

Table 3. Statistic of expenditure on domestic tourist trips by 
purpose of visit. Source: [28]. 

Fig.  3. Expenditure on domestic tourist trips by Purpose of visit 
(Million Riyals). Source: By researcher based on Table 3.  

The domestic tourism industry recorded a positive 
tourist arrivals growth of 12.6% for 2019, registering a total 
of 47.8 million trips compared to 43.3 in the last year “Table 
4” and “Fig. 4”. Domestic tourism is a quite different story, 
given the relatively softer travel restrictions and the better 
control of COVID transmission within KSA. According to 
the statistic of domestic tourism, domestic tourism demand 
decreased by 12% in 2020 registering a total of 42 million 
trips “Table 4” and “Figure 4” (about 88% of total domestic 
trips in 2019 (47.8 million trips)). Tourism revenue 
decreased by about 30% (43 billion Riyal around 70.4% of 
revenue in 2019 (61 billion Riyal)) “Table 4” and “Figure 
5”. These numbers indicate that there is a reduction in 2020 
for both visitor numbers and revenue. 
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Table 4. Statistic of domestic tourism. Source: [28]. 

 

Fig. 4. Domestic Tourism: Trips (Million) 2014 to 2020. Source: 
by researcher based on Table 4.  

 

. 

 

 

Fig.  5. Domestic Tourism: Expenditure (Billion   Riyals) 2014 to 
2020. Source: By researcher based on Table 4. 

Many countries have opened their borders at the end 
of May or later, according to the Coronavirus situation but 
the strong recommendations of the governments to 
inhabitants is to spend their holidays in their own countries 
will reorient the common tourism route. Many people will 
stay in their own countries and others will not go on  
holidays. 

From “Table 5” and “Fig.  6”, we conclude that domestic 
tourism in 2020 recorded, as a whole, a moderate decrease 
in the Eastern Boarders, Riyadh, Asir and Jazan. We also 
note the increased demand for domestic tourism in other 
regions as an alternative to international tourism which has 
been reduced by borders locked and travel restrictions 
measures. For Makkah and Al Medinah, we noticed a 
decrease of tourism trips as a consequence of strict 
application of precautionary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years Expenditure* (Billion 
Riyals) 

Domestic-Tourism-Trips 
(Million) 

2014 43.0 37.1 

2015 48.4 46.5 

2016 55.4 45.0 

2017 46.1 43.8 

2018 48.1 43.3 

2019 61.2 47.8 

2020 43.3 42.1 
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2014  13845 5927 942 4701 2826 1168 457 240 1006 271 1217 184  
2015  16565 7361 947 5285 5092 1164 672 399 2076 432 1041 464  
2016  16807 7879 734 3851 4988 1150 455 276 2352 527 1223 326  
2017  16911 7236 908 3567 5322 1228 465 202 1885 600 1106 284  
2018  15522 6552 1072 4093 4923 1246 791 263 2238 622 1235 393  
2019  16017 7243 1445 4514 4943 1441 973 387 2352 564 1462 524  
2020  43.3 42.1 2038 4284 4585 2043 1160 707 2053 612 1532 779  

Table 5. Number of domestic tourism trips by main destination. Source: [28]. 
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Fig, 6. The number of domestic tourism trips by the main 
destination. Source: By researcher based on Table 5 

3.1.3 Nights spent in Saudi Arabia by domestic tourist 

Domestic tourism activity measured by the number 
of total nights spent in Saudi Arabia increased from 2014 to 
2020 by 11.88% and in 2019 this number has reached 42.1 
million Nights. Between 2019 and 2020 the number of total 
nights spent in Saudi Arabia decreased by 12%  (Table 6 and 
Fig. 7). 

Table 6. Number of total nights spent in the Saudi Arabia by 
domestic tourists.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 7. Total nights spent in Saudi Arabia by domestic tourist 
source by the researcher based on Table 6.  

3.2 Impact of Covid-19 on international tourism 
demand 

3.2.1 Foreign pilgrims 

Mecca is not only the destination of the saudian 
people, but it's the destination of all Muslims in the world. 
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“Table 7”. In 2020 precautionary measures taken Around 
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the world like measures of physical distancing and travel 
restrictions to slow the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
these responses measures, combined with the loss of life 
and other impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, have 
significantly affected the performance of pilgrimages and 
Umrah.  

“Table 7” and “Figure 8” show the evolution of foreign 
pilgrims from 2014 up to 2020 where we can notice a 
significant drop in foreign pilgrims (zero foreign pilgrims 
in 2020) which decreased by 100% in 2020 compared with 
last year (about 1,9 million foreign pilgrims).  

Table 7. The number of Foreign Pilgrims from 2014 to 2020. 
Source [27].  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 8. The Number of Foreign Pilgrims from 2014 to 2020. Source: 
By researcher based on Table 7.  

3.2.2 International tourism 

Expenditure in the Kingdom is not limited to 
Pilgrimage and Umrah but is intended for many purposes, 
“Table 8” and “Fig.  9” summarizes the Expenditure 
inbound tourism by purpose. 

 

Table 8. Statistic of expenditure on inbound tourist trips by 
purpose of visit Number of Foreign Source: [28]. 

 

Fig. 9. Expenditure on inbound tourist trips for religious purposes. 
Source: By researcher based on Table 8 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has heavily hit the 
international tourism demand, according to the statistic 
(2020)  [28]. The inbound arrivals to KSA (the most 
important direction for musulman) in 2020 decreased by 94% 
compared with 2019 (17.5 million Trips in 2019 VS 4.1 
million Trips in 2020) “Table 9” and “Fig.  10”. 
International tourism revenue decreased by 81% in 2020: 
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20.1 billion Riyal in 2020 VS 103.4 billion Riyal in 2019 “Table 
9” and “Fig.  10”.  

Fig. 10. Expenditure on inbound tourist trips by purpose of visit. 
Source: By researcher based on Table 8.  
 
 
Table 9. Statistic of international tourism Source: [28]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSA recorded 4.1 million international arrivals in 2020, a 
decrease of 94% compared to the previous year due to 
Covid-19. Before the Covid-19 Pandemic, most 
international tourist arrivals were from South Asia, GCC, 
and the Middle East (excluding GCC countries). Arrivals 
from the United Kingdom, Ukraine and Germany, make up 

nearly a quarter of all arrivals to the Middle East, while 
arrivals from Saudi Arabia and Jordan, and African 
countries account for over seven percent. “Table 10” and 
“Fig.  11”. 

Table 10. The number of inbound tourism trips by the main 
destination. Source: [28]. 

 

Fig. 10. Inbound Tourism: Trips (Million) 2014 to 2020 Source: By 
researcher based on Table 9. 
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.

 
Fig. 11. Expenditure on inbound tourist trips by purpose of visit.  
Source : By researcher based on Table 9 
 

 
Fig. 12. The number of international tourism trips by the main    
 destination. Source: By researcher based on Table 10 
 
3.2.3 Nights spent in Saudi Arabia by international tourist 
 

Hotels have been heavily impacted by lockdown measures, 
especially hotels in Makkah and Al-Madinah that depend 
on the Two Holy Mosques’ visitors.  
the number of total nights spent in Saudi Arabia increased 
from 2014 to 2019 by 53% and in 2019 this number has 
reached 189 million nights “Table 11” and “Fig. 13”.  
Between 2019 and 2020 the number of total nights spent in 
the Saudi Arabia decreased by 80% “Table 11” and “Figure 
13”.  
Cancellations of bookings and drop-in occupancy of hotels 
will probably affect hotel revenue in 2020 compared to 
2019. 

 In all of the above, the study shows the critical 
importance of the pandemic’s impact on the tourism, airline 
and accommodation sectors. Two major lessons emerged 
from the study. On the one hand, the results show that 
tourism has been hard hit by the pandemic. On the other 
hand, these results reveal the need for tourism operators to 
manage the crisis responsibly. In view of these 
considerations, this pandemic is an opportunity to rethink 
the forms of tourism that were already challenged by 
environmental vulnerability and conflicts of various kinds. 
In this context, it seems essential in the current context to 
adapt tourism towards greater resilience by exploring 
internal tourism and relying on the digitalization of the offer. 
 
Table 11. Number of total nights spent in Saudi Arabia by      
international tourists Source: [28]. 
 

 

years   Inbound Tourism: Nights (Million) 

2014   355 

2015   193.1 

2016   187.2 

2017   171 

2018   173.9 

2019   189 

2020   37.8 
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Fig. 13. Total nights spent in Saudi Arabia by tourism.   Source: 
By researcher based on Table 11   
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4. Conclusions 
 

Health, the social and economic crisis caused by COVID-
19 and the total confinement imposed in response to the 
pandemic have produced a powerful impact with a different 
magnitude that simultaneously affects the goods-producing 
and services, the mobility of people and the relationship 
between supply and demand for goods and services. At the 
critical time, many sectors have been a total cessation of 
their activities while others were more or less saved, but 
have been a significant reduction. 
 
Acknowledgments 
Thanks to the Ministry of Tourism and to the Ministry of Hajj and 
Umrah for their cooperation and for providing data for this work.  
 
Conflicts of Interest  
The author declares no conflicts of interest regarding the 
publication of this paper 
 
 

References 
 
[1] World Health Organisation (2020) Declaration of public 

health emergency of international concern. World Health 
Organisation, available at: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novelcoronavirus
-2019/events-asthey-happen. 

[2] Worldometer (2021) Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. 
Worldometer, available at: https://www. 
worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/saudiarabia/(a
ccessed 19 October 2021). 

[3] Nicola, M., Alsafi, Z., Sohrabi, C., Kerwan, A., Al-Jabir, A., 
Iosifidis, C., Agha, M. and Agha, R. (2020) The socio-
economic implications of the coronavirus pandemic 
(COVID-19): a review. International Journal of Surgery, Vol. 
78, pp. 185-193, doi: 10.1016/j.ijsu.2020.04.018.  

[4] Ebekozien, A., Aigbavboa, C. and Aigbedion, M. (2021a), 
“Construction industry post- COVID-19 recovery: 
stakeholders' perspective on achieving sustainable 
development goals”, International Journal of Construction 
Management. doi: 10.1080/15623599.2021.1973184. 

[5] Ebekozien, A., Aigbavboa, C. and Ayo-Odifiri, O.S. (2021b) 
Root cause of factors enhancing the spread of coronavirus 
disease 2019 pandemic in Nigeria informal urban 
settlements: issues and possible solutions. International 
Planning Studies. doi: 10.1080/13563475.2021.1917342. 

[6] Ebekozien, A. and Aigbavboa, C. (2021) COVID-19 
recovery for the Nigerian construction sites: the role of the 
fourth industrial revolution technologies. Sustainable Cities 
and Society. doi: 10.1016/ j.scs.2021.102803.  
Shrestha, N., Shad, Y.M., Zaki, A.R. and Haque, U. (2020) 
The impact of COVID-19 on globalization. One Health, Vol. 
11, doi: 10.1016/j.onehlt.2020.100180. 

[7] Sarkodie, S.A. and Owusu, P.A. (2021) Global assessment of 
environment, health and economic impact of the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19). Environmental, Development and 
Sustainability, Vol. 23, pp. 5005-5015, doi: 
10.1007/s10668-020-00801-2. 

[8] The United Nation’s Trade and Development Agency 
(UNCTAD), 2020. 

[9] Buck, T., Arnold, M., Chazan, G. and Cookson, C. (2020), 
“Coronavirus declared a pandemic as fears of economic crisis 
mount”, available at: https://www.ft.com/content/d72f1e54-
6396-11ea-b3f3- fe4680ea68b5 

[10] Bagchi, B., Chatterjee, S., Ghosh, R. and Dandapat, D. (2020) 
Impact of COVID-19 on global economy. in Coronavirus 
Outbreak and the Great Lockdown, Springer, Singapore, 
Springer Briefs in Economics, doi: 10.1007/978-981-15-
7782-6_3. 

[11] McKibbin, W. and Fernando, R. (2021) The global 
macroeconomic impacts of Covid-19: seven scenarios. Asian 
Economic Papers, Vol. 20 No. 2, pp. 1-30, doi: 
10.1162/asep_a_00796. 

[12] Ghosh, A., Nundy, S. and Mallick, T.K. (2020) How India is 
dealing with COVID-19 pandemic. Sensors International, 
Vol. 1, p. 100021. 

[13] Poddar, A.K. (2020) Impact of COVID-19 on Indian 
economy- a review. Ajay Kumar Poddar and Brijendra Singh 
Yadav2, Horizon, Vol. 2, pp. 15-22. 

[14] Das, K.K. and Patnaik, S. (2020) The impact of Covid-19 in 
Indian economy – an empirical study. International Journal 
of Electrical Engineering and Technology, Vol. 11 No. 3, pp. 
194-202. 

[15] Kim, H.-S.H. and Jung, H.J. (2021) Social isolation and 
psychological distress during the Covid-19 pandemic: a 
cross-national analysis. The Gerontologist, Vol. 61 No. 1, pp. 
103-113, doi: 10.1093/ geront/gnaa168. 

[16] Nurunnabi, M. (2020) Recovery planning and resilience of 
SMEs during the COVID-19: experience from Saudi Arabia. 
Journal of Accounting and Organisational Change, Vol. 16 
No. 4, pp. 643-653, doi: 10.1108/JAOC-07-2020-0095. 

[17] Parveen, M. (2020) Challenges faced by pandemic Covid 19 
crisis: a case study in Saudi Arabia. Challenge, Vol. 63 No. 
6, pp. 349-364, doi: 10.1080/05775132.2020.1822659. 

[18] Havrlant, D., Darandary, A. and Muhsen, A. (2021) Early 
estimates of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on GDP: 
a case study of Saudi Arabia. Applied Economics, Vol. 53 No. 
12, pp. 1317-1325, doi: 10.1080/00036846.2020.1828809. 

[19] (American Hotel and Lodging Association (AHLA) 
“COVID-19’s impact on the hotel industry” 22 avril 2020) 

[20] (CNN Business, “Tens of thousands of airline jobs are at risk 
as travel plunges.”, 6 mars 2020 

[21] (Mukhisa Kituyi Secretary-General of UNCTAD, IMPACT 
OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON TRADE AND 
DEVELOPMENT TRANSITIONING TO A NEW 
NORMAL, United Nations publication issued by the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development) UNWTO 
World Tourism Organization 

[22] "Travel and Tourism crucial to Saudi Arabias economy". 
WTTC. Retrieved 2019-04-30. 

[23] UNWTO Tourism Highlights 2018 Edition: page 19. World 
Tourism Organization UNWTO. 
2018. doi:10.18111/9789284419876. ISBN 9789284419876
. S2CID 240334031. Retrieved 30 April 2019. 

[24] Bridge, Sam. "Why $25bn tourism sector can become Saudi 
Arabia's 'white oil'". ArabianBusiness.com. Retrieved 2019-
05-07. 



IJCSNS International Journal of Computer Science and Network Security, VOL.22 No.6, June 2022 
 

 

581

 

[25] Vidija, W. “Tourism in Saudi Arabia”, (2020) 
https://www.researchgate.net/publ 
cation/344349382_Tourism_In_Saudi_Arabia? 
chanel=doi&linkId=5f6afedd92851c14bc8e462d&showFull
text=true doi: 10.13140/RG.2.2.16540.72326  

[26] Ministry of Hajj and Umrah (2014 to 2020), “Internal Reports 
Statistics”. 

[27] Ministry of Tourism (2014 to 2020), “Internal Reports 
Statistics 

 

Sameera Saad Mohamed Al Salah  received her PhD in 
Tourism from University of Sunderland, UK, in 2011, M.Sc. in 
Tourism from Faculty of Arts, Geography & GIS Department, 
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah in 1994 and her B.Sc. in 
Geography from Faculty of Arts, Geography Department, King 
Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, in 1987. 

 

 


