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Abstract 

This study investigated a case of a gifted Saudi 
student, X, who was early detected through 
Mawhiba (The Saudi Institution of Gifted) when he 
was eight years old. Then, the journey continued 
until he became a Tamayuz member and received 
a scholarship in 2022 to pursue his bachelor's at one 
of the prestige, high-ranking universities in the 
USA to study Mathematics and Economics. Lack 
of information about the status of Saudi verbal 
gifted maked X case a model to explore the roles of 
Mawhiba's programs in supporting Saudi verbal 
giftedness in general and particularly in learning 
the English language, plus seeking the 
opportunities Mawhiba provided for Saudi verbal 
gifted to enrich their giftedness in the English 
language through providing extended social 
networking and finally stating the sample's 
perspective about the opportunities and services 
Mawhiba provided him. The three core instruments 
to accumulate elaboration and interpret qualitative 
and quantitative data were academic records, 
writing samples, family observation, and a written 
interview. 

Keywords: Mawhiba, verbal gifted, Saudi verbal gifted, 
English, case study. 

Introduction  

By Royal Order No. 109 dated 13/5/1420H, 
the King Abdulaziz and his Companions 
Foundation for Giftedness and Creativity 
"Mawhiba" has been established in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia as a non-profit endowment 
organization. The program identifies and nurtures 
giftedness and creativity in scientific fields. The 
Statistics for the year 2022 show 107 Mawhiba 
schools, 22355 students in Mawhiba classes, 2504 
in skill enrichment programs and 1395 in research 
enrichment programs, 42 agencies, 1400 Mawhiba 
ambassadors, and 140 scholarship recipients, plus 

228 accepted students at top 100 universities 
worldwide. Saudi Arabia's best-gifted minds are 
incorporated into this integrated national database. 
Mawhiba supports the gifted over the years through 
5Es (Exploratory 9-12, Empowerment 12-14, 
Excellence 14-18, Engagement +18, and 
Empowerment throughout the entire life.) 
(Mawhiba1, n.d.). 

"Tamayuz" is a specialized Mawhiba 
Program for Elite Universities that offers an 
integrated training program with a specialized 
American consulting agency to qualify and prepare 
the best students who wish to study in prestigious 
American universities ranked among the top 50 
universities in the world. It lasts for one year, 
starting from the second semester of grade 11 until 
the student gets admission into the university. 
Tamayuz services include SAT intensive training 
workshop, an advanced workshop for leadership 
training and application procedures for prestigious 
universities, and four individual consultation 
sessions through which a comprehensive designed 
plan to develop the academic aspects and 
curriculum vitae of each student, and lastly, 
support the student in applying for three prestigious 
universities (writing an essay, CV, filling out forms 
and getting recommendations). (Mawhiba 2, n.d.). 

Alfaiz et al. (2022) classified Mawhiba's 
programs and services as academic and research 
local enrichment or summer abroad enrichment 
programs, plus limited self-contained classrooms 
for integrated curriculum and STEM 
extracurricular for part of the school day.   The pull-
out program promotes thinking strategies and 
personal skills, including evening and Saturday 
programs. Moreover, above ninety gifted education 
centers around Saudi Arabia (41 for males and 50 
for females) focus on creative problem solving and 
research skills programs. The mentorship program 
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allows 15-18 years gifted students to be mentors by 
distinguished supervisors to develop scientific 
research skills based on interests. By using 
problem-solving strategies, the gifted are prepared 
to participate in the national and international 
Olympiads and competitions program. However, 
gifted can accelerate twice during their journey in 
the general education system from grade 4th to 
5th and from grade 7th to 8th. Lastly, professional 
development workshops for teachers are 
mandatory. 

Probably not all gifted children are necessary 
verbally gifted. Regarding gifted who excel in 
language, Shenfield (2021) argued that gifted 
people verbally show an unusually high level of 
ability across diverse areas of verbal learning. 
"They perform far better than their same-age peers 
when learning grammar, spelling, reading, creative 
writing, and when learning other languages." 
Bainbridge (2021) stated that verbally gifted refers 
to children with strong language skills. A verbally 
gifted child passes through the stages of language 
learning more quickly. Several verbally gifted 
children skip some language learning stages, but 
maybe we can't observe their language 
comprehension because they remain quiet.  

Although educators need to know the 
characteristics of a gifted English language learner, 
there is disagreement and little research about these 
characteristics. Verbally gifted learners have a 
good ear for the sounds of a language. They could 
be recognized for their excellence in the verbal 
domain (master basic reading skills early and excel 
in reading, literary analysis, creative writing, 
poetry, and prose.)  Their love of reading is 
distinguished as verbally gifted children tend to 
learn to read quickly and often quite early without 
instruction. i.e., they may be fluent readers by the 
time they are five years old, beginning to read at 
age three unless they have a disability like dyslexia 
(Bainbridge, 2021). 

Verbal giftedness consists of vocal talent in 
five areas: oral expression, reading, foreign 
language, creative writing, and general verbal 
reasoning (Delila, 2022; Bainbridge,2021). 
Moreover, they love words and language play as 
their curiosity about language extends the grammar 

instruction. They can also understand and 
manipulate language symbols and show interest in 
foreign languages. They also can be self-taught 
readers and learners. Moreover, gifted ELL 
displays a mature sense of diverse cultures and 
languages, code switches quickly as they think in 
both languages, translators orally, and navigates 
appropriate behaviors successfully within both 
cultures (Iowa Department of Education, 2008). 

How do EFL teachers identify learners as 
verbally gifted in the English language? The 
identification criteria for language giftedness 
would be about three factors: skills, proficiency, 
and competency. Besides the general 
characteristics of above-average able learners, 
identifying gifted in the English language includes 
verbal fluency, originality, flexibility, and ability to 
elaborate, synthesize, and reach closure. In this 
sense, Iowa Department of Education (2008) stated 
that the success of identifying and serving high-
ability English language learners (ELL) relies upon 
establishing formal communication channels 
among gifted programming teachers, ELL 
programs, and classroom teachers. The path to ELL 
proficiency depends on two gradual stages: basic 
interpersonal communication skills and cognitive 
academic language proficiency. The time needed to 
achieve proficiency varies according to the 
student's background and experiences, age, first-
language proficiency, and how much support the 
family, school, and community provides.  

Background and problem Statement 

After being nominated by teachers or self-
nomination, gifted students in Saudi Arabia are 
identified by an official instrument called: 
Mawhiba Multiple Cognitive Aptitude Test 
(MMCAT), which can be taken in Arabic or 
English by Mawhiba in 2011 (Mawhiba 3, n.d.). 
The Saudi gifted programs, unfortunately, focus on 
STEM majors and ignore other talents, such as 
gifted students in social sciences (Alfaiz et al.,2022) 

Mawhiba's Advanced Supplementary 
Curriculum (ASC) textbooks provide enrichment 
in sciences, mathematics, English, and information 
technology for Saudi gifted learners. A wide range 
of activities aligned with the Ministry's Curriculum 
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builds generalization, reasoning skills, self-
reflection, communication, and dialogue, along 
with values, attitudes, attributes, inquiry, risk-
taking, creativity, trust, mental openness, and 
collaboration. (Mawhiba 4, n.d.). Unfortunately, as 
reported by English teachers in specialized Saudi 
gifted schools, ASC is not widely applicable. 
English as a subject matter in school is delivered 
the same for regular and gifted, which is the 
ministry curricula with Mc Grow Hill productions 
"We Can" for primary stages, "Super Goal" for 
intermediate stage, and "Mega Goal" for high 
school. Overall, Saudi gifted students are not 
offered STEM enrichment through the English 
language. 

Besides the fact that there is no tailored 
English course for the gifted, the lack of 
information about the status of the Saudi verbally 
gifted and how they embrace it in the educational 
system make studying a known Saudi verbally 
gifted case (X) helpful in bridging gaps. 

Research Question 

This case study is an attempt to answer the 
following main questions: 

1. What are the roles of Mawhiba's program 
in supporting Saudi verbal gifted learning 
the English language? 

2. What are the opportunities Mawhiba 
provides for Saudi verbal gifted to enrich 
their giftedness in the English language? 

3. What is the perception of a Saudi verbal 
gifted student about the opportunities and 
services Mawhiba provided him?   

Research Objectives 

This case study aims at exploring the followings: 

1. The roles of Mawhiba's program in 
supporting Saudi verbal giftedness in 
general and particularly in learning the 
English language. 

2. Seeking the opportunities Mawhiba 
provides for Saudi verbal gifted to enrich 
their giftedness in the English language. 

3. Stating the sample's perception about the 
opportunities and services Mawhiba 
provided him. 

Significance and Contributions of the Research 

This study would sum up and map the points 
of strength and weaknesses when dealing with 
verbal gifted. The scarcity of information regarding 
the actual status and opportunities for verbal gifted 
in Saudi Arabia would make this case study 
valuable to the field. It would also crystalize 
Mawhiba's role in caring for verbal giftedness in 
the English language among Arab speakers. The 
case study is worthy of enabling educators, 
Mawhiba stakeholders, English language 
supervisors, and teachers to handle verbal 
giftedness properly. 

Definition of Terms 

Gifted Students in the Saudi context 
Aljuhaiman (2016) indicated that Saudi Arabia's 
Mawhiba institution created a definition of gifted 
learner based on the view of giftedness as a 
multidimensional construct. It emphasized that 
"gifted students are those who possess aptitude, 97 
unique capabilities, or outstanding performance 
compared to their peers in one or more domains 
appreciated by the community and bear particular 
relevance to fields such as mental superiority, 
educational attainment, creativity, innovation, and 
unique talents and capabilities.  

Operationally, the concept of Saudi gifted students in 
the current study refers to Saudi students who 
performed Mawhiba and require special education 
services that do not correspond to the regular school 
curriculum.  

Verbal gifted 

Yaafouri (2019) states that the inclusive 
framework for finding gifted and talented English 
language learners must base on "a comprehensive 
definition of exceptional ability that encompasses 
a spectrum of cognitive, social and emotional, 
artistic, linguistic, and logical reasoning 
capabilities." 

In this study, verbal gifted refers to a gifted student 
who excels linguistically in verbal reasoning, 
reading comprehension, creative writing, and 
mastery of semantics and syntax of the language. 

Literature Review 
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This section lists some of the available 
literature concerned with Mawhiba's programs and 
what has been done for Saudi gifted students over 
the last decade.  

Good academic programs and services are 
needed to serve all gifted students across 
educational settings, including curriculum 
differentiation strategies. In addition, to ensure 
long-term excellence, there is a need for programs 
that promote long-term learning rather than purely 
gifted programs. Despite the various gifted 
education programs developed in Saudi Arabia, 
Aljughaiman et al. (2016) concluded that not 
enough work had been put into developing policies 
and regulations to help sustain these programs and 
drive all efforts toward a clear vision of gifted 
education. 

Alamer, S. & Phillipson, S. (2021) evaluated 
25 Saudi gifted education documents based on the 
Ziegler-Balestrini-Stoegerian framework from a 
macro-systemic perspective, including the 
identification of the ten crucial exogenous and 
endogenous capitals and the six principles (law of 
the minimum, continuity, developmental level, 
support systems, control system, and external 
management). According to the content analysis, 
the absence of clearly articulated objectives and 
intended outcomes significantly impacts the Saudi 
gifted education system. It can best be described as 
a prototype system. 

Alfaiz et al. (2022) explored the status of 
gifted education in Saudi Arabia based on the 
Educational and Learning Capital Model, 
including five subcomponents: didactic, social, 
infrastructural, cultural, and economic resources. 
Using the mixed method from three data resources: 
official documents, raw data, and a survey, they 
seek answers to what gifted education specialists 
believed about gifted Education in Saudi Arabia 
based on the Educational and Learning Capital 
Model. The evaluation revealed some issues to 
consider by decision-makers: the need to connect 
gifted programs to students' future professional 
careers. Another issue is that physical and health 
are ignored in most gifted programs. Furthermore, 
there is a need to connect scientific content with 
thinking and research skills. It is recommended to 
evaluate annually from stakeholders' perspectives 

and gifted students' perspectives, parents, and 
teachers to improve the quality of the gifted 
programs. 

Research Methodology 

Using qualitative case studies as a 
pedagogical tool provides researchers with an in-
depth view of complex phenomena within a 
specific context to answer "how and why" (Grauer, 
2012). The current case study follows a qualitative 
method of induction design where clues are 
analyzed through exploring facts. The current 
study adopts a qualitative method focusing on one 
case study to explore the role of Mawhiba's 
programs in supporting Saudi verbal giftedness, 
especially in learning the English language, and 
crystalizing the perception about the opportunities 
and services Mawhiba provided to the beneficiary 
(the case study sample).  

Research Instruments 

Three core instruments are used to accumulate 
elaboration and interpret qualitative and 
quantitative data; academic records plus writing 
samples to follow the development of verbal 
giftedness in the case under consideration. The 
other instruments are family observation and 
written interviews to answer the research questions. 

A. Records  
The quantitative records of the three apparent 

official language achievement records reflect the 
quantitative value of investigating this case study 
of a Saudi verbal gifted in English. Analyzing some 
of the writing samples adds another qualitative 
dimension of verbal giftedness.  

A.1. IELTS 

Without adequate preparation in his first 
attempt, X got an overall band score of 6.5 in 2018; 
after three years, he received 7.5 with a CEFR level 
of C1 (See appendix 1). 

A.2. Verbal SAT 

The total score was 1440, which is considered 
very high. In the reading and writing section, he 
scores 650, representing the USA's 90th nationally 
representative sample percentile (See appendix 2). 
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A.3. Academic achievement 

See appendix 3 for the complete official high 
school records, the Exeter Summer 2020, with 
detailed comments from instructors. The focus is 
on the analytical assessment of X's writing during 
"the Craft of the Essay" course. 

A.4. Writing samples (See appendix 4) 

The sample represents an introduction of one of the 
prestige university admissions required essays. The 
essay includes both rational and figurative speech. 
The variety of language structure and vocabulary 
are recognized as well. The personal perspective 
makes the writing unique.  

 

B. What does the family say about X? 
(Family observations) 

As a family member, I can say that X  is a 
unique Saudi student who developed his self-
efficacy over time. Since he was a child of four, he 
started reciting verses of the Holy Quran and 
complicated formal Arabic poetry. That flame 
drew our attention to his verbal giftedness as a 
family. Family discussions were derived towards 
polishing his eagerness towards more topics. At the 
orthodoxies (Quranic) school, he was distinguished 
in public speaking locally and nationally, as he 
hosted national occasions as a kid and an 
adolescent.  

His love for language was the key to fulfilling 
his passion for further knowledge exploration 
through memorizing the Holy Quran, Arabic 
formal and modern poetry, and daily intensive 
reading in Arabic and English. Documentaries in 
media and drama were the means of his pleasure 
time. Moreover, he liked following and critically 
commenting on social and political events, caring 
about global historical and political events, and 
negotiating debatable issues.  

Self-efficacy was the adjective describing his 
learning process until he reached his planned 
proficiency. The interest in Arabic and English 
languages was insufficient for X, who was looking 
for more to explore verbally. Therefore, while 
studying in high school, he pushed himself to be 
autonomous in learning Spanish by watching 

Spanish series, tubes, and so on, aligned with 
chatting with natives. 

The surprising fact is that X is not only verbal 
gifted but also excels in Mathematics. However, he 
had completed studying in Quranic school where 
math and science aren't included as main subjects. 
In 2020 from June to August, he joined the summer 
Mawhiba enrichment program at the best high 
school in the USA, the Philips Exeter Academic, in 
the upper school program online during the covid-
19 pandemic. He chose to study three courses to fill 
the international college admission requirements in 
sciences as he had no science background. Indeed, 
he decides to tackle the following three courses: 
physics, adventures in problem-solving, and the 
craft of the essay. That summer program was a shift 
that transformed X's academic writing into more 
critical, creative, and scenario-based writing. 
Furthermore, he moved from looking for a 
proofreader to being another consultant.  

 X preferred to enhance his English at home 
when talking to his mother and sisters, who can 
speak English. While speaking some English is 
acceptable at home, it is not a lingua franca or a 
means of communication in the family that 
substitutes Arabic. All of the above is a way of 
proving his superioress from the family members' 
observations.  

X's family believed in his potential and was 
the most extensive support aligned with Mawhiba's 
services. Regarding the role of Mawhiba in 
evolving his giftedness, the family sums up that 
valuable effort was made to their son from the early 
detection at the age of eight; even in the first place, 
they refused the early Mawhiba scholarship during 
primary school. Yet, the follow-up check from 
Mawhiba's team while X was at high school had 
transformed his life for the better. Although X was 
included in regular Education, Mawhiba allowed 
him to enroll in a summer program and assigned a 
consultant and advisor. Communication became 
more accessible, and assistance was available when 
he requested.  

 

C. Structured Written Interview (X received the 
interview questions through email on April 23rd  
and replied on May 7th, 2022) 
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1. Do you approve of the accuracy of 
information your family stated in their 
observation? 

Yes, I approve. My comment is that I study at 
one of the top 10 prestigious university in the world 
(Times 2021 Reputation Ranking).  

For the summer program, I applied for the Philips 
Exeter program with some help from Mawhiba. 
After getting accepted, Mawhiba offered me the 
Mawhiba Ambassadors scholarship to cover the 
finances.  

2. Which of the following Mawhiba's services 
were you placed in or received a benefit from 
(enrichment programs, summer enrichment 
program for stem, self-contained classroom 
program, pull-out program, evening and 
Saturday program, gifted education centers, 
gifted schools, mentorship program, olympiads 
and competitions program, acceleration, or 
evaluation)? 

I attended a summer enrichment program back 
when I was in 6th grade. In grade 11 (2nd grade of 
secondary school), I attended Tamayuz, a 
mentorship program to prepare students to apply 
for prestigious universities.  

3. Are you satisfied with the opportunities and 
services Mawhiba provided you? 

I am genuinely appreciative of the support I 
received from Mawhiba. Through professional 
guidance and financial awards, Mawhiba helped 
me pave my way to success. More important is the 
network of peers that Mawhiba provided. I 
interacted with passionate students who shared 
some diligence with me.  

4. What is the role of Mawhiba's program in 
supporting Saudi verbal gifted learning the 
English language? 

The Tamayuz program allowed me to work 
with students with high language proficiency, as 
the program required a minimum of 6.5 on the 
IELTS exam. It also empowered me to work 
closely with global experts on education from the 
USA (monthly meetings). I firmly believe that my 
WhatsApp chats with students and mentors 
enhanced my writing skills. Furthermore, the 

college applications associated with applying for 
high-ranking US & UK universities, which the 
Tamayuz program aimed at helping students with, 
instilled a sense of academia within me— 
including linguistically. Additionally, various US 
prestigious Universities, including prestigious 
university, urged students to form a literature/style 
narrative of their lives. This challenged me to read 
English poetry and literature and get experience in 
storytelling.  

The Mawhiba Ambassadors scholarship, which 
covered the expenses of attending Philips Exeter 
Academy, enabled me to tackle the challenges of 
studying entirely in English. I ultimately became 
adept not only in academic English but also in the 
American accent.  

5. What are the opportunities Mawhiba 
provides for Saudi verbal gifted to enrich their 
giftedness in the English language? 

Mawhiba Program for Elite Universities 
"Tamayuz" is an integrated training program to 
qualify and prepare the best students. They wish to 
study in prestigious American universities ranked 
among the top 50 universities in the world. The 
program is implemented in cooperation with a 
specialized American consulting agency. It lasts 
for one year, starting from the second semester of 
grade 11 until the student gets admission into the 
university. 

Mawhiba offers several international 
programs which cooperate with prestigious 
international universities. The international 
programs occur in the United States, Canada, 
United Kingdom, and Ireland's universities and 
campuses. Students can experience studying 
abroad and meet friends from all over the globe, 
broadening their horizons and cultural 
understanding. Mawhiba will cover all the 
program's funds and help guide students starting 
with their application process till they arrive home 
safely after the program ends. 

6. Do you think Mawhiba supports you enough? 
In which ways? 

Mawhiba programs offered me a community 
of peers proficient in the language, which helped 
me practice and enhance my language skills. They 
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additionally provided an opportunity to interact 
with natives who are experts in standardized testing 
and college applications, intensifying students' 
exposure to the language. Mawhiba provided 
experts to guide students through studying for them. 
Studying for a standardized test like the SAT, 
which Mawhiba offered some preparation, 
challenged me to solidify my English 
comprehension abilities, especially with 18th & 
19th-century passages.  

7. Is Mawhiba still following up with you? 

Mawhiba's programs are limited to the pre-
college stage. However, as a Mawhiba student, you 
become part of the alumni. This is a great 
networking opportunity, albeit it should be better 
cared for by Mawhiba. 

8. What is your perspective about Mawhiba's 
role and services for verbal gifted in particular? 

Great efforts are provided, for which many 
gifted students are thankful. There is a margin for 
enhancement that I think would be achieved by 
empowering some distinguished alumni to advise 
and revise. 

 

Discussion of Research Results 

All the official academic records about X's 
English proficiency, besides Mr. Carbonell's 
comments (see appendix 3), prove that as a Saudi 
Arab speaker, X is verbally gifted in English as a 
foreign language. Yes, self-efficacy and autonomy 
played the most significant role in developing 
learning and giftedness into talent, yet Mawhiba's 
opportunities make the process easier and 
accessible.   

However, the three instruments attempt to seek 
depth answers to the three core questions: 

1. What are the roles of Mawhiba's program 
in supporting Saudi verbal gifted learning the 
English language? 

Firstly, All the instruments support that X, as 
a verbal gifted, can't achieve his status without the 
help of Mawhiba. The role of Mawhiba in 
supporting the linguistically gifted starts from the 
identification stage. MCAT (Mawhiba TEST, 

which can be taken in Arabic or English) focuses 
on the verbal aptitude (linguistic reasoning and 
reading comprehension) of the gifted (Khosheer, 
2019). 

Another significant role is providing 
extensive social networking among the gifted 
under the supervision of Mawhiba, where the gifted 
can exchange and express their situations and 
encourage each other. The psychological and social 
factors are imperative for the gifted to develop 
interpersonal traits (Yaafouri, 2019). 

Mawhiba provides several supporting 
enrichment programs, both in academic or research, 
aligned with Mawhiba classes, pull-out, weekend, 
or summer programs, extracurricular STEM 
enrichment activities in school or after school, and 
self-contained classes. These programs can be local, 
in one of the gifted education centers around Saudi 
Arabia, or internationally (Mawhiba 3 and 4, n.d.). 
For instance, in the case of X (response to the 
second question), he had the opportunity to attend 
a summer enrichment program in 6th grade. In 
grade 11th, he enrolled in an online program at the 
Philips Exeter Academic in the USA as part of the 
Tamayuz and Mawhiba ambassador scholarship to 
represent the elite Saudi gifted. 

Imperatively, following up with verbal gifted 
is a role that Mawhiba possesses through assigning 
mentors and counselors and keeping records of the 
student's progress for better assessment, 
intervention, reinforcement, and providing 
guidance (Mawhiba 4, n.d.). 

However, the role of increasing awareness 
concerning gifted detection, characteristics, 
nurturing, and assessment is one of the significant 
roles that Mawhiba provides (Mawhiba 4, n.d.). In 
the family observation, X's family assured that they 
knew about their son's verbal solid giftedness. Yet, 
Mawhiba's effort is the key that academically 
makes "communication became more accessible, 
and assistance was available." 

To sum up, the Mawhiba roles involve explicit 
and implicit serves and programs holistically 
derived from developing the gifted as a whole, not 
for the sake of English language development. It is 
a means to an end.  
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2. What are the opportunities Mawhiba 
provides for Saudi verbal gifted to enrich their 
giftedness in the English language? 

Mawhiba 5 (n.d.) states that eligible students 
are presented with practical services such as 
scholarships for gifted classes in partner schools, 
mainly concerned about advanced English 
language learning. In the case of X, as indicated by 
his family, Mawhiba had offered their son an early 
scholarship during primary school. Yet, his parent 
then didn't value that opportunity; later, they did 
during high school.  

The several Mawhiba programs provide 
opportunities for all gifted to polish their giftedness. 
The services also include nomination to the 
Advanced Mawhiba Program in Science and 
Mathematics for internal or external organizations, 
including bachelor's degree scholarships in local 
and international universities. Extra curricula and 
the pull-out program are aligned with the 
preparation courses for academic requirements 
such as IELTS and SAT, besides expert 
consultation (Mawhiba 5, n.d). X stated, "Studying 
for a standardized test like the SAT, which 
Mawhiba offered some preparation for, challenged 
me to solidify my English comprehension abilities, 
especially with 18th & 19th-century passages. 
Mawhiba provided experts to guide students 
through studying for them."  

In addition, Mawhiba services for the verbally 
gifted include a mentorship program, Olympiads, 
and competitions program preparation and 
coemptions on the English language Olympiads. 
Alfaiz et al.  (2022) confirmed the above roles and 
opportunities and added the chance for acceleration 
twice in the general education system, from grade 
4th to 5th and from grade 7th to 8th. 

During high school, gifted can enroll in 
Tamayuz program, where they receive intensive 
academic preparation and counseling for pursuing 
admission to recognized universities. Tamayuz 
services include SAT intensive training workshop, 
leadership training and application procedures for 
prestigious universities, and four individual 
consultation sessions through which a 
comprehensive designed plan to develop the 
academic writing, CV, filling out forms, applying 

for three elite universities, and getting 
recommendations (Mawhiba2, n.d.). 

By referring to X's interview, he explained 
how Mawhiba exactly served his passion during 
the Tamayuz program "For the summer program, I 
applied for the Philips Exeter program with some 
help from Mawhiba. After getting accepted, 
Mawhiba offered me the Mawhiba Ambassadors 
scholarship to cover the finances."  

 
3. What is the perception of a Saudi verbal gifted 

student about the opportunities and services 
Mawhiba provided him?  

 Family observation and X's interview 
responses indicate contentment and satisfaction 
with the support and opportunities Mawhiba 
provided to gifted students. X assured his 
appreciation for the support and opportunities by 
stating: 

"I am genuinely appreciative of the 
support I received from Mawhiba. 
Through professional guidance and 
financial awards, Mawhiba helped me 
pave my way to success. More 
important is the network of peers that 
Mawhiba provided. I interacted with 
passionate students who shared some 
diligence with me." 

"Mawhiba programs offered me a 
community of peers proficient in the 
language, which helped me practice 
and enhance my language skills. They 
additionally provided an opportunity 
to interact with natives who are 
experts in standardized testing and 
college applications, intensifying 
students' exposure to the language. 
Mawhiba provided experts to guide 
students through studying for them. 
Studying for a standardized test like 
the SAT, which Mawhiba offered 
some preparation, challenged me to 
solidify my English comprehension 
abilities, especially with 18th & 19th-
century passages." 

"Great efforts are provided, for which 
many gifted students are thankful. 
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There is a margin for enhancement 
that I think would be achieved by 
empowering some distinguished 
alumni to advise and revise." 

 

Conclusion 

Mawhiba's role in supporting verbal 
giftedness during their studies is not directed to 
learning English as an aim but rather as a means for 
developing the gifted. It includes early detection, 
social networking, raising community awareness, 
offering programs, services, activities, guidance, 
and counseling, besides following up and assessing 
the development of the gifted. The opportunities 
for verbal gifted can be seen through scholarships, 
nominations, different kinds of enrichments, 
Tamayuz, and acceleration. The beneficiary's 
perspective (the gifted and their family) seems 
optimistic and looking forward to coping with 
Saudi vision 2030.  

 

Recommendation 

Despite the most outstanding effort that 
Mawhiba provides, some issues should be 
considered by the Ministry of Education. There is 
a need to connect gifted programs to students' 
future professional careers. There is a need to 
detect verbally gifted in the English language from 
an early age. Connecting soft and practical skills in 
all gifted programs is significant. The annual 
evaluation should be a collaborative process among 
gifted students, parents, teachers, educators, and 
stakeholders from the Ministry of Education and 
Mawhiba. When evaluating gifted ELL, it makes 
sense to look at the cognitive, affective, and 
psychomotor/behavioral domains as language is 
not solely about academic achievement. 
Nevertheless, professional development that raises 
gifted ELL characteristics, teaching methods that 
suit the gifted, plus cultural awareness may help 
eliminate biased stereotypes about who are the 
gifted?  
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